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A note on terminology
There is plenty of room for misunderstanding in the use of upper and lower case letters in a book such as this. There is a difference between Unionism and unionism. Upper case has been used in this book for Unionism where it refers to parties designating themselves as such in their official names, as did the Conservative Party in the United Kingdom between the 1880s and 1920s. In Scotland the 'Unionist' label was retained as the party's primary name until the 1960s. In Northern Ireland, a variety of parties continue to call themselves 'Unionist'. Where I use lower-case for unionism it refers to general support for the constitutional Union between the four nations of the United Kingdom. Similarly, Labour refers to the British Labour Party, whereas labour means the general labour movement without denoting membership of particular organizations.
In each chapter, where any confusion may arise, an early note spells out the chosen use of name for the person under discussion.
I have used Northern Ireland and Ulster interchangeably following accepted usage in unionist circles. I have used Derry and Londonderry depending upon which group I have been discussing. ix demic advice and friendship. Chas Loft more than filled my shoes while I was on leave. Annette Heydon cast her gaze upon the imperfections of the text. I would also like to thank John Turner and Martin Daunton. I would like to express my gratitude to the various history secretaries, especially Liz Trayte, who have provided the daily kindnesses that have enabled me to spend more time on writing books than form-filling. I have also been lucky to have had the chance to write some sections of this book in various locations within and without the Union. Enjoyable respites were had in Spain and Germany, and I would like to express my thanks to Elizabeth Woodward Smith and Alan Floyd at the University of A Coruna and Geoff and Renate Sparkes in Braunschweig for their hospitality. The final stages in seeing this book to production were undertaken while I was Fulbright-Robertson Visiting Professor of British History at Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri. Thanks are owed to the benefactors of this valuable professorship and also to the faculty at Westminster who provided such a friendly atmosphere in which to work.
I owe gratitude to staff at the University of Manchester John Rylands Library, National Library of Wales (especially Dr J. Graham Jones), National Library of Scotland (where Alan Bell was especially helpful), Belfast Linen Hall library, Queen's University Belfast Library, and the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. The people staffing the interlibrary loans service at the University of Huddersfield library were particularly helpful and efficient. Permission to quote material in the Lloyd George Papers was kindly granted by the National Library of Wales. Permission to publish material from the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland was kindly given by the Deputy Keeper of the Records. Permission to include material from the National Library of Scotland was kindly granted by the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland. I am also grateful to Mrs Eleri Huws and Ms Sioned Williams for permission to x quote material from the papers of Dr Huw T. Edwards. I am grateful to Luciana O'Flaherty and Dan Bunyard at Palgrave, as well as Helen Ang and Shirley Tan for dealing with the copy-editing of this book.
I acknowledge a major debt to the researches of the previous biographers and historians of the people discussed in this book. It could not have been written without the work of Graham Walker, Diane Urquhart and J. Graham Jones among others.
Gill Mellor kindly looked after the children allowing valuable writing time. Georgia doesn't think that I am working if I am at home and considers me to be on holiday when I visit an archive away from home, yet remains my most affectionate critic. Oscar played quietly with his trains. First and last, though, my love and thanks go to Jackie.
